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WORLD  PEACE! 

APPEAL  BY  64  COMMUNIST  PARTIES 


WORKERS  and  peasants!  Men  of  science  and  culture!  People  of  good  will 
in  all  countries! 

We,  the  representatives  of  the  Communist  and  Workers’  Parties  gathered  in 
Moscow  for  the  fortieth  anniversary  of  the  great  October  Socialist  Revolution, 
address  you,  appealing  both  to  your  reason  and  to  your  hearts. 


The  calamity  of  the  Second  World  War 
is  still  fresh  in  mind.  Its  bloody  con¬ 
sequences  have  not  yet  completely  dis¬ 
appeared,  and  already  hovering  over  the 
homes  of  peaceful  towns  and  villages  is 
♦he  sinister  spectre  of  another,  a  hundred 
times  more  destructive,  war.  The  threat  of 
another  war,  darkening  the  joy  of  life, 
overhangs  every  country.  In  every  home 
the  question  is  asked: 

What  will  happen  tomorrow,  a  month 
or  a  year  from  now?  Will  the  flames  of 
war  again  envelop  us;  will  the  all¬ 
destructive  atomic  and  hydrogen  bombs 
bring  sudden  death  to  us  and  io  our 
children? 

ORDINARY  PEOPLE 
SACRIFICE  MOST 

The  peoples  have  already  had  the  bitter 
experience  of  two  world  wars.  It  is  always 
the  ordinary  people  who  make  the  heaviest 
sacrifices  in  war.  They  know  that  each 
succeeding  war  brings  with  it  greater 
suffering,  ruins  more  countries,  kills  more 
people,  and  leaves  a  trail  of  still  more 
dreadful  and  lasting  consequences. 

The  First  World  War,  caused  by  the  big 
imperialist  powers  and  unleashed  by 
German  militarism,  took  a  toll  of  ten 
million  lives.  Tens  of  millions  were  maimed 
and  deprived  of  health.  Entire  nations 
were  subjected  to  hunger  and  privation. 

The  Second  World  War,  for  which 
German  fascism  bears  the  chief  guilt,  not 
only  hurled  huge  armies  to  destruction. 

Bombs  destroyed  open  cities,  killed 
hundreds  of  thousands  of  civilians,  while 
millions  of  men,  women  and  children 
perished  behind  the  barbed  wire  and  in 
the  gas  chambers  of  Hitler’s  concentra¬ 
tion  camps. 

Enormous  material  riches,  with  which  it 
would  have  been  possible  to  build 
thousands  of  beautiful  towns  and  feed  and 
clothe  entire  nations,  were  used  for  pur¬ 
poses  of  death  and  destruction.  Over  thirty 
million  human  lives,  not  counting  the 
wounded  and  the  maimed,  were  swallowed 
in  the  holocaust  of  the  Second  World  War. 

And,  during  its  last  days,  the  first  two 
atom  bombs  fell  on  open  Japanese  cities, 
the  tangible  omen  of  wholesale  human 
slaughter  in  future  conflicts. 


It  requires  neither  the  knowledge  of  the 
scientist  nor  the  imagination  of  the  poet 
to  say  that  the  next  war — should  the 
peoples  ever  allow  it  to  break  out — would 
surpass  in  destruction  anything  that  man¬ 
kind  has  yet  experienced.  The  peoples  of 
Europe  and  America,  Asia,  Africa  and 
Australia  know  that  man  has  released  such 
tremendous  natural  forces  and  possesses 
such  powerful  means  that  their  destructive 
action  could  be  let  loose  on  any  part  of 
the  globe. 

NO  SHELTER, 

NO  SAFETY 

In  the  next  war  there  will  be  no  shelter 
or  safety.  The  flames  of  nuclear  and 
rocket  war  would  engulf  all  the  peoples 
and  bring  untold  sufferings  for  generations 
to  come. 

People  all  over  the  world,  irrespective 
of  nationality  and  political  views,  religious 
belief  or  colour,  want  to  live  in  peace,  and 
ordinary  people  all  over  the  world  say : 
surely  man,  whose  victorious  mind  is 
wresting  from  nature  all  her  secrets,  sub¬ 
ordinating  her  more  and  more,  who  now, 
with  the  launching  of  the  Soviet  earth 
satellites,  may  soon  reach  the  stars,  surely 
man  can  prevent  war  and  self-destruction! 

WAR  CAN 
BE  PREVENTED 

We,  the  representatives  of  the  Com¬ 
munist  and  Workers’  Parties,  fully  con¬ 
scious  of  our  responsibility  for  human 
destiny,  declare : 

War  is  not  inevitable.  War  can  be  pre¬ 
vented,  peace  can  be  preserved  and  made 
secure. 

We  are  gathered  in  the  capital  of  the 
country  which  forty  years  ago  opened  a 
new  era  in  human  history.  In  the  year  1917 
for  the  first  time  the  socialist  revolution 
triumphed  on  Russian  soil.  The  working 
people  took  power  into  their  own  hands 
and  set  out  to  destroy  all  forms  of  oppres¬ 
sion  and  exploitation  of  man  by  man.  The 
workers  and  peasants  of  Russia,  under  the 
leadership  of  the  Party  of  Lenin,  inscribed 
peace  on  their  banners  and  have  always 
remained  faithful  to  it.  In  the  course  of 
its  forty  years  the  Soviet  Union  has 


opened  the  way  to  peace  for  all  peoples, 
and  has  sought — despite  all  imperialist 
obstacles — peaceful  co-existence  with  all 
other  countries  irrespective  of  their  social 
system. 

The  workers  of  the  capitalist  countries, 
upholding  their  vital  interests,  took  an 
active  part  in  the  struggle  for  peace.  This 
noble  cause  was  supported  by  progressive 
people  all  over  the  world.  However,  the 
peace  forces  did  not  succeed  in  saving 
mankind  from  a  new  catastrophe,  the 
Second  World  War.  These  forces  were  no: 
sufficiently  strong  at  the  time,  and  the 
Soviet  Union  was  then  the  only  country 
steadfastly  fighting  for  peace. 

We  Communists  say  that  now  it  is  pos¬ 
sible  to  prevent  war,  possible  to  safeguard 
peace.  We  say  this  with  full  confidence 
because  the  worjiu  Situation  today  i-. 
different  and  the  balance  of  forces  has 
changed. 

NEW  FORCES 
FOR  PEACE 

The  land  of  Soviets,  born  of  the  great 
October  Revolution,  no  longer  stands 
alone.  Out  of  the  victory  over  fascism 
came  the  vast  world  of  socialism  with  a 
population  of  nearly  1,000  million. 
Marching  shoulder  to  shoulder  with  the 
Soviet  Union  for  peace,  international  co¬ 
operation  and  peaceful  co-existence  of  the 
different  social  systems  is  another  big 
socialist  power — People’s  China. 

Working  for  the  same  peaceful  aims  are 
the  European  and  Asiatic  countries  of 
people’s  democracy. 

The  unprecedented  development  of 
industry,  science  and  technology  in  the 
Soviet  Union  and  other  socialist  countries 
serves  peace  and  acts  as  a  powerful  brake 
on  war. 

Another  new  force  has  made  its  appear¬ 
ance  on  the  world  arena — the  colonial 
peoples  awakened  by  the  October  Revolu¬ 
tion:  some  of  them  have  already  thrown 
off  and  others  are  in  the  process  of  throw- 
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ing  off  the  age-old  yoke  of  dependence; 
they  want  to  live  in  peace  and  will  not 
allow  any  imperialist  interference  in  their 
internal  affairs.  In  order  to  put  an  end  to 
their  backwardness  and  poverty  they  are 
pursuing  a  policy  of  peace  and  neutrality, 
the  policy  of  the  well-known  five  prin¬ 
ciples — mutual  respect  for  territorial 
integrity  and  sovereignty,  non-aggression, 
non-interference  in  internal  affairs,  equality 
and  mutual  benefit,  and  peaceful 
co-existence. 

It  is  not  only  the  socialist  countries,  and 
not  only  the  nations  of  the  East  that  do 
not  want  war.  It  is  hated  also  by  the 
peoples  of  the  Western  capitalist  countries 
who  have  twice  experienced  it. 

DANGER  OF  WAR 
HAS  NOT  PASSED 

The  peace  forces  are  legion.  They  can 
prevent  war  and  safeguard  peace.  How¬ 
ever,  we,  the  Communists,  believe  that  it 
is  our  duty  to  warn  all  the  people  of  the 
world  that  the  danger  of  a  monstrous  and 
all-destroying  war  has  not  passed. 

Where  does  the  threat  to  peace  and  the 
security  of  the  peoples  come  from?  From 
the  capitalist  monopolies  who  have  a  vested 
interest  in  war  and  have  amassed  un¬ 
precedented  riches  from  the  two  world 
wars  and  the  current  arms  drive.  The  arms 
drive,  which  brings  huge  profits  to  the 
monopolists,  weighs  heavily  on  the  work¬ 
ing  people  and  seriously  worsens  the 
economy  of  the  countries. 

The  ruling  circles  of  some  capitalist 
countries,  under  pressure  of  the  monopo¬ 
lies  and  especially  those  of  the  U.S.,  have 
rejected  proposals  for  disarmament,  pro¬ 
hibition  of  nuclear  weapons  and  other 
measures  aimed  at  preventing  a  new  war. 

Not  a  few  excellent  proposals  by  the 
peace-loving  nations  have  been  submitted 
to  the  United  Nations  Organisation,  accep¬ 
tance  of  which  would  have  strengthened 
peace  and  lessened  the  danger  of  war.  No 
one  can  deny  that  the  submission  to  the 
United  Nations  of  proposals  aimed  at  end¬ 
ing  the  arms  race,  removing  the  threat  of 
an  atomic  war,  and  promoting  peaceful 
co-existence  of  states  and  economic  co¬ 
operation  between  states,  which  is  a 
decisive  factor  in  creating  proper  confi¬ 
dence  in  international  relations,  is  in  keep¬ 
ing  with  the  vital  interests  of  all  nations. 

The  destiny  of  the  world  and  the 
destinies  of  the  future  generations  hinge  on 
the  solution  of  these  problems.  These  pro¬ 
posals  are  actively  resisted  only  by  those 
interested  in  maintaining  international 
tension. 

NO  REASON 
FOR  WAR 

Thousands  of  newspapers  and  radio 
stations  daily  instil  into  the  minds  of  the 
people  of  the  United  States,  Britain, 
France,  Italy  and  other  countries  the  claim 
that  “world  communism”  is  endangering 
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their  freedom,  their  way  of  life,  and  their 
peaceful  existence. 

However,  neither  the  Communist  Parties 
nor  any  of  the  socialist  countries  has  any 
motive  or  reason  for  launching  wars  or 
military  attacks  on  other  countries,  for 
seizing  alien  soil.  The  Soviet  Union  and 
People’s  China  both  have  vast  expanses  of 
land  and  untold  natural  riches.  In  all  the 
socialist  countries  there  are  no  classes  or 
social  groups  interested  in  war.  Power  is 
in  the  hands  of  the  workers  and  peasants 
who  in  all  wars  have  been  the  greatest 
sufferers.  Is  it  possible  that  they  could 
desire  another  war? 

The  aim  of  the  Communists  is  to  build 
a  society  that  will  ensure  universal  well¬ 
being,  the  blossoming  of  all  nations  and 
eternal  peace  between  them.  In  order  to 
build  this  society  the  socialist  countries 
need  a  lasting  and  stable  peace.  There  are. 
therefore,  no  more  consistent  enemies  of 
war,  no  stauncher  champions  of  peace  than 
the  Communists! 

The  socialist  countries  do  not  intend  to 
enforce  their  social  or  political  system  on 
any  other  nation.  They  are  firmly  con¬ 
vinced  that  socialism  is  bound  to  win,  but 
they  know  that  socialism  cannot  be 
implanted  from  without,  that  it  will  .come 
above  all  as  a  result  of  struggle  by  the 
working  .glass  and  all  other  progressive 
forces  within  each  country. 

That  is  why  the  socialist  states  have  no 
desire  to  interfere  in  the  internal  affairs  of 
other  countries,  just  as  they  will  not  allow 
others  to  interfere  in  their  internal  affairs. 

Hence  the  contention  that  the  socialist 
countries  are  the  threat  to  peace,  that  they 
want  to  impose,  their  system  upon  others, 
is  merely  an  attempt  to  mislead  those 
desiring  peace. 

INTENSIFY  THE 
STRUGGLE  FOR  PEACE 

Peace  can  be  preserved  on  the  one  con¬ 
dition  that  all  to  whom  it  is  dear  combine 
their  forces,  sharpen  their  vigilance  in  rela¬ 
tion  to  the  machinations  of  the  war 
instigators  and  become  fully  conscious  that 
their  sacred  duty  is  to  intensify  the  struggle 
for  peace  which  is  threatened. 

Having  in  mind  the  well-being  of  the 
people  throughout  the  world,  and  desirous 
of  progress  and  a  bright  future  for  all 
nations,  we  address  ourselves  to  men  and 
women;  to  workers  and  peasants;  to  men 
of  science  and  art;  to  teachers  and  office 
workers;  to  the  youth;  to  handicraftsmen, 
traders  and  industrialists;  to  socialists, 
democrats  and  liberals;  to  all  irrespective 
of  political  and  religious  convictions;  to  all 
who  love  their  country;  to  all  who  do  not 


want  war;  to  all  people  of  good  will,  with 
the  call : 

©  Demand  an  end  to  the  arms  drive 
which  daily  intensifies  the  danger  of  war 
and  of  which  you,  the  common  people, 
bear  the  burden. 

©  Demand  prohibition  of  the  manufacture 
and  use  of  atomic  and  hydrogen  weapons, 
and,  as  a  first  step,  an  immediate  end  to 
the  testing  of  these  weapons. 

©  Demand  that  an  end  be  put  to  the 
policy  of  military  blocs  and  the  creation 
of  military  bases  in  other  countries. 

©  Demand  that  the  German  militarists, 
chiefly  responsible  for  the  last  war,  are 
not  allowed  to  rearm  in  the  very  heart  of 
Europe. 

©  Demand  an  end  to  the  plotting  and 
military  provocations  of  the  imperialists  in 
the  Middle  East. 

©  Support  the  policy  of  collective  security, 
of  peaceful  co-existence  of  different  social 
systems  and  the  widest  economic  and 
cultural  co-operation  of  all  peoples. 

We  address  ourselves  to  all  of  you  with 
the  call: 

©  Demand  from  your  Governments  that 
in  the  United  Nations  Organisation  they 
pursue  a  policy  of  peace  and  opposition 
to  the  cold  war. 

We  address  ourselves  to  all  people  of 
good-will  throughout  the  world. 

Organise  and  work  for: 

1.  Immediate  cessation  of  atomic  and 
hydrogen  weapon  tests; 

2.  Unconditional  and  speedy  prohibition 
of  the  manufacture  and  use  of  these 
weapons. 

We,  the  Communists,  have  devoted  our 

lives — to  the  cause  of  socialism.  We,  the 

Communists,  are  firmly  convinced  that 
this  noble  cause  will  triumph.  And  it  is 
because  we  believe  in  the  triumph  of  our 
ideas — the  ideas  of  Marx  and  Lenin,  the 
ideas  of  proletarian  internationalism — that 
we  want  peace  and  are  working  for  peace. 
War  is  our  enemy. 

From  now  on  let  the  countries  with 
different  social  systems  compete  with  one 
another  in  developing  science  and  tech¬ 
nology  for  peace.  Let  them  demonstrate 
their  superiority  not  on  the  field  of  battle 
but  in  competition  for  progress  and  for 
raising  living  standards. 

We  extend  a  hand  to  all  people  of  good 
will.  By  a  common  effort  let  us  get  rid  of 
the  burden  of  armaments  which  oppresses 
the  peoples.  Let  us  rid  the  world  of  the 
danger  of  war,  death  and  annihilation. 
Before  us  is  a  bright  and  happy  future  of 
mankind  marching  forward  to  progress. 

PEACE  TO  THE  WORLD! 


ADOPTED  BY 

The  delegations  of  the  Communist  and  Workers’  Parties  of  Albania;  Algeria;  Argentina ; 
Australia;  Austria;  Belgium;  Bolivia;  Brazil;  Britain;  Bulgaria;  Canada;  Ceylon;  Chile;  China; 
Colombia;  Costa  Rica;  Cuba;  Czechoslovakia;  Denmark;  Dominican  Republic;  Ecuador; 
Finland;  France;  German  Democratic  Republic;  German  Federal  Republic;  Greece; 
Guatemala;  Hungary;  Honduras;  India;  Indonesia;  Iraq;  Israel;  Italy;  Japan;  Jordan;  Korea; 
Luxembourg;  Malaya;  Mexico;  Mongolia;  Morocco;  the  Netherlands;  New  Zealand;  Norway; 
Panama;  Paraguay;  Peru;  Poland;  Portugal;  Rumania;  San  Marino;  Soviet  Union;  Spain; 
Sweden;  Switzerland;  Syria  and  the  Lebanon;  Thailand;  Tunisia;  Turkey;  Uruguay; 
Venezuela;  Viet  Nam;  and  Yugoslavia. 
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